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CS Advisory Group

ÅCreated in 2014 under former Commissioner 
Pryor

ÅComprised of state consultants, teachers, 
administrators, and higher education

ÅDrafted the CS Position Statement

ÅDetermined needs to expand CS in Connecticut
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ECEP Alliance

ÅCurrently a 17 state alliance

ÅGoal is to increase the number and diversity of 
students in the pipeline to computing and 
computing-intensive degrees 

ÅProvides a variety of resources to support 
professional learning, state reform, and summer 
computing camps
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MSP ECS Grant

ÅThree year grant awarded to train CT teachers in 
the ECS curriculum

ÅProvided for CT to have a local trained facilitator 
for future professional development

ÅCoordinated a school counselors session with 
NCWIT
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Beginning in the 2016 ς2017 school year, public schools will be 
required to add the following into the curriculum:
ÅAdditions to the health and safety curriculum including CPR 

training and instruction on safe use of social media
ÅComputer programming instruction

An Act Concerning the Inclusion of Cardiopulmonary 
Resuscitation Training, the Safe Use of Social Media , and 
Computer Programming Instruction in the Public School 

Curriculum

Public Act 15-94
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CS Position Statement

ωComputational thinking skills

ωImportance of equity of accessBeliefs

ωDetailed responsibilities for CSDE, 
districts, higher education, and 
community

Guidelines

ωDecember 2016Adoption
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CSDE Responsibilities
ÅLead a statewide effort to increase the quality of and expand 

access to computer science education at the elementary, 
middle and high school levels.  

ÅDevelop a K-12 computer science framework. 

ÅEncourage appropriate professional development 
opportunities for computer science educators. 

ÅDevelop relationships with professional computer science 
organizations, higher education institutions and business and 
industry to provide professional development programs, 
honor excellence in computer science education, and promote 
high-quality computer science instruction for all students. 

Å9ƴŀōƭŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
core graduation requirements. 
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School District Responsibilities

ÅEnsure that computer science is made accessible to all 
students, especially traditionally under-represented groups.

ÅEnsure instructional time for computer science education for 
all learners.

ÅIncrease the number of students who take computer science 
courses at the high school level.

ÅOffer a continuum of courses that will allow interested 
students to study facets of computer science in more depth 
and prepare them for entry into the work force or college.
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Landscape Study Grant

CS for CT –Examining the Landscape of 
Computer Science in Connecticut

ÅFunded by $25K mini-grant from ECEP

Goals of the Study:

ÅAssess the state of computer science education 
across K-16

Å Identify computer science educational leaders 
and organizations across the state 

ÅProduce baseline and benchmark data to inform 
statewide policy and form a basis for future 
action and research
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CS Summits

ÅHeld in February and May as a joint effort between 
Department of Education and the Office of Economic and 
Community Development

ÅAttended by state consultants, teachers, administrators, higher 
education, business and industry leaders, and national experts

ÅDeveloped strategies related to:

ÅComputer Science Education K-12
ÅQuality Teachers of Computer Science
ÅComputing Workforce
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Public Act No. 16-4

AN ACT CONCERNING REVISIONS TO THE HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS. 

ÅNew requirements begin with the class of 2023

ÅMinimum of 25 credits

ÅNine credits in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics

ÅElimination of end of course exams

ÅGuidance webinar to districts will include computer science
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Standards Timeline
December:
ÅPresented working draft of implementation document and 

CSTA Computer Science Standards (2017) to the Standards 
and Assessment subcommittee
Åhttps://www.csteachers.org/page/standards

January:
ÅCompile all stakeholder feedback 

https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3UxfmCXMhIO6MtL

ÅtǊŜǇŀǊŜ άŦƛƴŀƭ ŘǊŀŦǘέ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ

February: 
ÅάŦƛƴŀƭ ŘǊŀŦǘέ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Standards and Assessment subcommittee

May:
ÅAdoption by State Board of Education

https://www.csteachers.org/page/standards
https://sdect.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3UxfmCXMhIO6MtL
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Pathways to Certification
ÅConvene an internal working group to explore CS 

Certification Pathways

ÅConsideration of badging or credentialing system

ÅConsider requirements for a cross endorsement

ÅConsider full certification through teacher prep 
programs

ÅPrepare guidance document for districts

ÅEnsure current CS teachers are not negatively impacted

ÅPlan for professional development to build district 
capacity in CS
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Assessing Progress
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Moving Forward

ÅCreate a list servspecific to computer science

ÅIncrease professional learning opportunities

ÅExpand the network of individuals providing 
feedback on state initiatives related to computer 
science

ÅEncourage all districts to provide quality computer 
science education K-12
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Thank You

Jennifer Michalek
Education Consultant

Jennifer.Michalek@ct.gov
860-713-6557

mailto:Jennifer.Webb@ct.gov

